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Les Misérables
Questions for Midday Connection Book Club

1.      Follow the sequence of events that transpire as a result of Bishop Myriel’s one act of mercy and grace towards Jean Valjean.

2.      Compare and contrast Jean's response to the mercy shown  him with Javert's response.  Why, ultimately, does Javert kill himself?

3.      Compare and contrast Jean's personal struggle against the backdrop of the French Revolution.  Any correlations?

4.      Valjean’s life illustrates that "the goodness of God leads to repentance."  How?

5.      What does “les miserables” mean?  How does each character fit that description in his or her own way?

6.      It has been said that Les Misérables is one of history's greatest manifestos of hope for humankind.”  Do you agree?  Why or why not?

7.      The immense popularity of this story has not diminished over time.  Why?
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